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INNOVATION

IFYOU'VE EVERHAD ANYTHING vou didn’t want to ruin (or didn’t want to
I_ U U I] B AS S have to clean), this will come as good news. Early next vear, German company

Manopool GmbH will release an ultrathin liguld-glass coating that repels stains
_ from clothing, dirt from cars, even bacteria from countertops.

Manopool's scientists found a way to-contrad the lermation of very thin lay-
ersof glass—from just a hundred nanometers thick. Applied via spray or wipe, its Quantum LiguiGlas acts
like an invisible shield on just about any surface, repelling liguid and stains as a raincoat does rain, while
remaining flexible and breathable. And because it stops bacteria just as well as red wine, it's big news for
hospitals: Some have already tested the coating on sterile surfaces like bandages, where they ve found it to
reduce bacteria growth by 25 1o 50 percent. Liguid glass has also been used to treat walls and monuments

(graffiti can be washed clean in a matter of seconds) and as a defense against UV rays. Mot bad for some-
thing that goes oninminutes and costs about as much as a bottle of Fine-5ol. —ELI ROSENBERG






